In this paper I do not propose to deal with the clinical aspects of renal tuberculosis; rather do I intend to approach the subject from the laboratory side, and at the same time I wish to touch on present-day views bearing upon the existence of excretory bacilluria in non-renal forms of tuberculosis.
Very definite and categorical statements are made by most of the surgical and pathological text-books Mi8, 4.6 regarding the pathology of renal tuberculosis. Put briefly, they are that renal tuberculosis is a disease mainly of early adult life. It is never a primary manifestation but is always secondary to some other focus in the body. This focus may or may not be demonstrable clinically, and is most often to be found in the lung or in the bronchial glands. The infection of the kidney is via the blood stream.
The lesion in the kidney is a destructive one and commences with the laying down of tubercles near the apex of a pyramid. These By the use of a serial section method he examined the kidneys of thirty patients, who had died from pulmonary phthisis and who had no symptoms of renal involvement, and found that no fewer than twenty-two showed evidence of tuberculosis of the kidneys. Some idea of the labour involved may be gathered by the fact that he examined over 100,000 sections. The lesions found in these cases were quite unlike those usually described.
They were small and quite easily overlooked unless searched for by this No.
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